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The Policy Surveillance Process
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Where can we use Policy Surveillance?

Policy Surveillance can be used anywhere there is measurable rulemaking 

authority that varies from one jurisdiction/institution to the next:

● State constitutions, statutes, and regulations

● Local ordinances 

● Case law

● Attorney General opinions

● Executive Orders

● International agreements

● Board decisions and rules

● School district rules

● Healthcare system policies

● Higher education institution policies (manuals, codes of conduct, e.g.)
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Institutional Policy Data

● Unique Research Challenges

○ Identifying effective dates

○ Obtaining historical copies of 

policies

○ Fewer secondary 

sources/databases

○ Understanding implementation

● Important Factors to Consider

○ Subject matter experts

○ Interaction between some 

governmental legal authority 

and the institutional policies?

○ Number of 

institutions/jurisdictions 



Using MonQcle
to Track 
Institutional 
Policies

● Organize research and collaborate

● Build legal data across space and 

time

● Easily update and maintain data

● Visualize and share data

MonQcle is a one-stop-shop, web-based 
legal research software used to navigate 
and organize complex legal texts to 
produce legal data for research and 
practice.
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Tracking Policies 
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Institutional Policy Datasets

● 340B Hospital Policies

● Opioid Court Settlements

● Florida School District Tobacco Policies
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Coding Hospital Policies & 

Opioid Court Settlements

Jonathan Larsen JD, MPP

Legal Technology Manager



Coding Hospital Policies
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Hospital Policy Overview

https://legacy.lawatlas.org/datasets/patient-affordability-and-debt-

collection-policies

https://legacy.lawatlas.org/datasets/patient-affordability-and-debt-collection-policies
https://legacy.lawatlas.org/datasets/patient-affordability-and-debt-collection-policies
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Documenting Hospital Policies

https://legacy.lawatlas.org/datasets/patient-affordability-and-debt-

collection-policies

https://legacy.lawatlas.org/datasets/patient-affordability-and-debt-collection-policies
https://legacy.lawatlas.org/datasets/patient-affordability-and-debt-collection-policies
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Patient Financial Assistance Policies
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Multiple Hospitals in Cities
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FPG to Qualify for Free Care
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Hospital Debt Collection Policies



Coding Opioid Settlement 
Laws and Court Settlements
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Overview of State Laws Directing Opioid 
Litigation Proceeds
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State Laws Directing Opioid Litigation 
Proceeds

40 states and DC 

have laws directing the 

utilization of opioid 

litigation proceeds as 

of December 1, 2023
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State Laws Directing Opioid 
Litigation Proceeds

26 states and DC 

have laws mandating 

the creation of an 

opioid fund council as 

of December 1, 2023



Thank You!

Jonathan Larsen, JD, MPP 

Legal Program Manager

Center for Public Health Law Research

Email: Jonathan.Larsen@temple.edu

mailto:Jonathan.Larsen@temple.edu


School District Tobacco 
Policies in Florida



Questions?



Keep in touch!

● Alexandra.hess@temple.edu

● jonathan.larsen@temple.edu

● Robert.Ostbye@flhealth.gov

● Sign up for our bi-weekly newsletter: 

https://bit.ly/CPHLRemail

● Follow us on social media

○ Instagram: @templelegalepi

○ X: @PHLR_Temple

○ Facebook

○ LinkedIn

○ YouTube

mailto:Alexandra.hess@temple.edu
mailto:jonathan.larsen@temple.edu
mailto:Robert.Ostbye@flhealth.gov
https://bit.ly/CPHLRemail


CPHLR Resources
PHLR.org
LawAtlas.org
PDAPS.org
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